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The Potomac/ 
Anacostia Rivers 
system should be 
a source of 
natural 
enjoyment, urban 
orientation, and 
visual delight.  Its  
features should 
be retained… 
[Rivers and 
Waterways] 
 
All of the 
Region’s unique 
river 
features…should 
be protected in 
their natural state  
and their 
surrounding 
natural 
environment 
retained. 
[Rivers and 
Waterways] 

(1) Commission should 
work with local jurisdictions 
with shoreline authority for 
purposes of conserving, 
protecting, and enhancing 
shorelines of the Potomac 
and Anacostia Rivers 
outside of the District/City 
of Alexandria. 
 
 
 
 
(2) Federal agencies 
should ensure that 
vegetation is used to help 
stabalize areas under 
federal control along the  
Potomac and Anacostia 
Rivers and tributaries.  (5) 
Federal, District, and 
regional agencies should 
give high priority to 
improving the water quality 
of the Anacostia and 
Potomac Rivers and other 
wateways within the 
Region. 

Reevaluate existing 
shoreline regulations and 
develop proposed 
revisions to local 
subdivision and zoning 
regulations to protect 
shorelines within 150 to 
200 feet of water’s edge. 
 
 
 
 
 
Intensify submission 
requirements for site 
projects and master plans 
to require appropriate site 
landscaping and 
encourage agencies to 
make sufficient budget 
requests for this purpose in 
their CIPs. 

NCPC, Fairfax County, 
Arlington County, Loudoun 
County, Prince George’s 
County, Prince William’s 
County, NPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCPC, federal agencies with 
waterfront or shoreline 
property, and local 
jurisdictions in NCR 

2 to 5 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 to 5 years 
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Landscape 
plantings and 
building forms 
should be 
integrally 
designed to 
reflect the overall 
urban design 
framework of the 
National Capital.  
[Green City 
Setting] 
 
Large preserves 
of countryside 
and natural 
greenery should 
be maintained… 
[Green City 
Setting] 

(6) Sufficient area should 
be provided for street tree 
growth by increasing 
building setbacks or other 
effective means.  Planting 
areas should allow for 
sufficient tree root growth 
and survivability that 
corresponds to the life of 
buildings.  
 
 
 
(23) Commission, DOD, 
MWAA and local 
jurisdictions should 
develop conservation 
strategies to ensure that 
forested and open space 
“clear zone” areas around 
Andrews AFB and regional 
airports remain in their 
natural and open space 
character… 

Develop standards and 
guidelines that enable 
successful planting, 
growth, and replacement  
of street  trees; and 
incorporate tree guidelines 
into federal building design 
standards. 
 
 
 
 
 
Develop and sign an MOU 
with the Department of 
Defense, Metropolitan 
Washington Airport 
Authority, and affected 
local jurisdictions to ensure 
the maintenance and 
protection of clear zones 
and buffer areas within and 
adjacent  to military and 
civilian airports.      

NCPC, federal agencies and 
District of Columbia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCPC, Department of 
Defense, Metropolitan 
Washington Airports, local 
jurisdictions 

3 to 5 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 to 5 years 
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Waterfront park 
lands at the 
southern tip of 
Buzzard Point 
should be 
augmented by 
the addition of 
portions of V 
Streets, SW, 
Canal Street, 
SW, Water 
Street, SW, 1st 
Street, SW, and 
2nd Street, SW, to 
the National 
Capital Open 
Space System to 
help establish 
waterfront park 
continuity… 
[Shorelines and 
Waterfronts] 
 
 

(8) Redevelop public and 
private properties between 
the Anacostia River and V 
Street, SW, for park and 
water-related recreational 
use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An agreement should be 
facilitated with land owners 
that control property 
between the Anacostia 
River and V Street, SW, to 
make these properties 
available to the National 
Park Service for park and 
water-related recreational 
use through land transfers, 
land exchanges, or use 
agreements. 
 
 
 
 
 

NCPC,National Park Service, 
District Government and 
partners of the Anacostia 
Waterfront Initiative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 to 5 years 
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Monumental and 
Designed 
Landscapes 
should serve as 
settings to 
enhance public 
buildings, 
monuments and 
memorials and 
their fundamental 
integrity should 
be protected… 
[Monumental and 
Decorative 
Parks] 
 
The historic 
urban design 
framework of the 
Nation’s Capital 
established by 
the L’Enfant and 
McMillan Plans 
for open spaces, 
long axes, and 
dramatic vistas, 
must be 
protected. 
[Monumental and 
Decorative 
Parks] 

(11) Determine if there are 
needs for maintenance, 
preservation, restoration, 
or rehabilitation 
Monumental and Designed 
Landscapes and parks due 
to changed conditions or 
new requirements or 
functions 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
(14) Minimize the visual 
impacts from future 
development in the 
Rosslyn-Ballston corridor 
on the Mall 
 

Conduct an assessment of 
the existing conditions of 
monumental and designed 
landscapes and parks 
within the L’Enfant City, 
including proposed 
improvements for 
restoration, redesign, and 
reconstruction.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Establish a task force and 
develop guidelines and 
agreements that will further 
protect and preserve these 
historic views. 
 
 
 

National Park Service, NCPC, 
other federal agencies, District 
of Columbia  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCPC, National Park Service, 
General Services 
Administration, Advisory 
Council on Historic 
Preservation, District 
Government, Arlington County 

3 to 5 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 to 10 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* Time frames are tentative and subject to change. 5 

Recommended Action Plan 
Relating to the Parks, Open Space, and Natural Features Element 

 
 

The Open Space System 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Policy   Strategy   Action Plan   Action Partners          Time Frame* 

The Fort Circle 
Park System 
should continue 
to be enhanced, 
and the important 
scenic and 
historic elements 
of these Civil War 
Forts and 
panoramic views 
should be 
preserved. 
[Historic Parks] 
 
 
 

(17) The National Park 
Service should complete 
development of the Fort 
Circle Park System. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Develop a plan with 
mechanisms for securing 
lands that would provide a 
continuous trail system and 
protection of park and 
wildlife environments.  
Mechanisms could include 
land purchases, land 
exchanges, easements, 
use agreements, or 
combinations thereof. 
 
 
 
 
 

NCPC, National Park Service, 
District of Columbia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 to 10 years 
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Portions of 
military 
reservations in 
the National 
Capital Region 
(as shown on 
Diagrams 1, 2, 
and 3) add 
significantly to 
the inventory of 
Open Space and 
should be 
conserved. 
[Other Areas with 
Open Space 
Qualities] 
 
Visitors to the 
Monumental 
Core should be 
serviced with 
good 
transportation 
and information 
systems. 

(20) Department of 
Defense agencies should 
reserve, or set-aside 
training areas on military 
installations that have 
green open space qualities 
as potential for future 
special use zones in which 
no development would be 
permitted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(24) The Commission, 
federal agencies, District 
Government and the 
Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority 
should plan for and 
implement the circulator 
system to serve the 
Monumental Core Area as 
called for in ‘Legacy.’ 
  

Identify, in agency strategic 
plans or master plan 
updates, lands that must 
be protected as potential 
open space and develop 
additional means to ensure 
its protection from future 
development, whether in 
future public or private 
ownership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secure funding to study, 
plan for, and implement an 
effieient transportation 
system for the Monumental 
Core areas that would 
serve as a compliment to 
Metro and other 
transportation services in 
the area.   

NCPC, Department of 
Defense agencies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCPC, National Park Service, 
District Government, U.S. 
Department of Transportation 
and other federal agencies, 
WMATA, MWCOG, Downtown  
and other BIDs 
 

5 to 10 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 to 10 years 
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Wildlife refuge 
areas in the NCR 
provide 
protection for 
wildlife species 
and should 
continue to be 
maintained as 
critical natural 
open spaces and 
protected from 
surrounding 
developments… 
[Other Areas with 
Open Space 
Qualities] 
 
 

(21) The Commission 
should support federal 
agencies requesting land 
acquisitions to protect 
ongoing missions from 
outside development and 
to provide another 
alternative to better 
manage and protect  
sensitive research 
functions and related 
mission activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify adjacent property 
with potential for adverse 
encroachment and develop 
mechanisms for protecting 
the mission of the agency. 
As part of their strategic 
plans and master plan 
updates, the federal 
agencies should include 
intergovernmental 
solutions with affected 
local government. 
 
 
 
 
 

NCPC, federal agencies, 
affected local governments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 to 5 years 
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The Beltsville 
Agricultural 
Research Center, 
along with the 
Patuxent 
Research 
Refuge, are 
important 
regional Open 
Space resources.  
Future 
development 
plans should 
recognize this 
role… 
[Other Areas with 
Open Space 
Qualities] 
 
 
 

(22) The Commission 
should coordinate with 
federal agencies whose 
installations include large 
expanses of open spaces 
to support the retention 
and protection of these 
areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify and reserve lands 
that provide necessary 
buffer between federal 
activities and surrounding 
land-use activities through 
mechanisms such as their 
strategic plans and master 
plan updates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

NCPC, federal agencies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 to 5 years 
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Federal agencies 
and local 
jurisdictions 
should place 
strict limitations 
on the location of 
antennas, towers 
and similar 
structures to help 
protect scenic 
viewsheds… 
[Special Purpose 
Facilities & Area] 
 

(25) Federal agencies 
should identify potential 
areas where antennas, 
towers, and related 
structures may be 
appropriate to minimize  
adverse affects on federal 
parks and open spaces. 

Identify potential areas for 
antenna locations through 
agency strategic planning, 
master plan updates, or 
similar processes.   

NCPC, federal agencies, local 
governments 

1 to 5 years 
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The federal 
government 
should pursue 
the acquisition of 
land for parks or 
Open Space 
areas via 
purchase, 
easement, 
donation or other 
means… 
[General] 
 
 
 
 
 Same as above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Same as above. 

(31) Federal agencies 
should pursue other non-
monetary means other 
than land acquisition that 
accomplishes the 
objectives of preserving, 
protecting, and enhancing 
the National Capital Open 
Space System. 
 
 
 
 
(35) Federal agencies 
should expand their Open 
Space areas around the 
Region’s Natural Features 
when possible…to protect 
these features from 
adverse impacts and 
provide for their use, 
access, and enjoyment by 
the public… 
 
(12) The Commission 
should work with other 
federal agencies, the 
District of Columbia and 
Arlington County to reserve 
future memorial sites. 

Identify lands needed to 
implement the policies of 
the National Capital Open 
Space System and 
determine appropriate 
mechanisms for acquisition   
(such as land exchanges 
or use agreements) 
through their strategic plan 
and master plan updates. 
 
 
 
Same action plan as 
above.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepare a memorials and 
museum master plan that 
identifies potential 
memorial sites in the 
region. 

NCPC, federal agencies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCPC, federal agencies  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCPC, National Capital 
Memorial Commission 
,(National Park Service), 
General Services 
Administration, Commission of 
Fine Arts, District of Columbia  

5 to 10 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 to 10 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 to 3 years 
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Federal Open 
Space in the 
region is 
described as a 
location, vista or 
setting where 
enjoyment of the 
setting of the 
Nation’s 
Capital…is 
significant to the 
site. 
[General] 
 
Same as above. 

(32) Federal agencies 
should prepare master, 
subarea, general 
development or 
management plans for the 
orderly development and 
protection of each federal 
facility or installation 
consistent with policies of 
the National Capital Open 
Space System in the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
 
(33) Federal agencies 
should submit to the 
Commission for its review 
proposals to acquire land, 
transfer land or remove 
land from the National 
Capital Open space 
System. 

Incorporate policies of the 
Parks, Open Space, and 
Natural Features Element 
of the Comprehensive Plan 
in agency master plans, 
strategic plans, and similar 
planning documents.  
Plans should be submitted 
to the Commission for 
review and approval. 
 
 
 
 
Federal agencies, in 
consultation with the 
Commission, should 
submit proposals 
concerning land 
acquisitions, transfers, or 
ownership changes with 
justifications consistent 
with Commission’s policies 
in its Parks, Open Space, 
and Natural Features 
Element of the 
Comprehensive Plan. 

NCPC, federal agencies, 
District of Columbia agencies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCPC, federal agencies 

1 to 5 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 to 10 years 
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Historic 
Parks…should 
be established 
and preserved as 
important 
legacies of 
national historic 
and architectural 
significance.  
Special efforts 
should provide 
for interpretation 
of their history… 
[Historic Parks] 
 
Natural Parks 
should be 
established, 
protected, and 
maintained to 
insure the 
conservation and 
enhancement of 
the significant 
Natural Features 
of the National 
Capital. 
[Natural Parks] 
 
 

(34) Federal agencies with 
contributing nationally 
significant parks, open 
spaces, and natural 
Features should prepare 
strategies for protection, 
enhancement, 
conservation, and 
restoration of those 
features. 
 
 
 
 
 
(36) The Commission, in 
partnership with the 
National Park Service and 
other federal and local 
agencies, should increase 
and promote regional 
awareness, use and 
stewardship of Open 
Space resources. 

Prepare cultural resource 
plans and incorporate 
these strategies as part of 
agency master plans, 
strategic plans, and capital 
improvements programs 
for review by the 
Commission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Design, develop and 
implement an interactive, 
computer on-line database 
for parks and other federal 
lands to facilitate public 
awareness, use and 
stewardship of Open 
Space resources in the 
National Capital Region. 

NCPC, federal agencies, 
State Historic Preservation 
Offices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCPC, National Park Service, 
federal and local agencies, 
WGIS Consortium 

3 to 5 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 to 5 years 
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Roadways in the 
Interstate 
Highway System 
are important 
gateways used 
by visitors and 
should be 
maintained in a 
manner that 
protects and 
enhances their 
landscape 
character and 
quality, gives 
attention to 
scenic views… 
[Gateways and 
Parkways] 
 
 
 

(26) The Commission in 
partnership with the 
National Park Service, 
District of Columbia and 
other local jurisdictions, 
should revisit the concept 
of Gateways as applied to 
the National Capital 
Region with the objective 
of ensuring that the 
Gateway character is 
understood and accepted 
by all jurisdictions in the 
region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Undertake a study with 
recommended guidelines 
for the protection and 
enhancement of Gateways 
in the National Capital 
Region, including 
mechanisms for gaining 
support from federal 
agencies and local 
jurisdictions for necessary 
improvements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NCPC, states of Maryland and 
Virginia, and other federal 
agencies, local jurisdictions,  
MWCOG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 to 5 years 
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All public open 
space lands 
within the 
National Capital 
Open Space 
System…should 
perform a 
complementary 
role by providing 
passive or active 
recreation 
opportunities for 
residents and 
visitors… 
[Recreational 
Activities] 
 

 
 
 

(27) Properties under 
federal control and 
ownership which are 
identified as having 
minimal national 
significance and 
underutilized should be 
transferred to local 
jurisdictions in need of  
lands for recreational/open 
space purposes. 
 
(28) Federal agencies 
should continue to program 
cultural and recreational 
facilities in their planned 
developments to promote  
and implement the 
National Capital Open 
Space System. 
 
 

Conduct a use survey of 
federal agency properties 
to determine potential of 
transferring underutilized 
lands to local jurisdictions 
for open space or 
recreational use purposes. 
 
 
 
 
 
Design and program 
cultural and recreational 
facilities into federal 
agency building plans and 
programs, including 
consideration for shared 
use of recreational facilities 
with the adjoining local 
community. 
 

NCPC, National Park Service 
and other federal agencies, 
local jurisdictions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCPC, federal agencies, local 
jurisdictions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 to 10 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 to 10 years 
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…the portion of 
New York 
Avenue …and 
South Capitol 
Street  should be 
improved and 
visually 
enhanced…as  
important 
gateways to the 
Monumental 
Core area. 
[Gateways and 
Parkways] 
 
…bridges that 
provide access to 
the Nation’s 
Capital should be 
valued for their 
scenic or historic 
significance and 
their gateway 
potential should 
be maintained 
and pursued. 
[Gateways and 
Parkways] 
 

(29) The New York Avenue 
and South Capitol Street 
corridors should be 
rehabilitated and their 
viewsheds enhanced …to 
improve their gateway 
character… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(30) All bridge crossings 
serve as important 
Gateways into the Nation’s 
Capital and their aesthetic 
character should be 
restored and preserved in 
keeping with the National 
Capital Open Space 
System. 
 

The Federal and District 
Governmernts should 
undertake a major initiative 
and commit resources to 
help restore and enhance 
the Gateway character of 
New York Avenue and 
South Caitol Street. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Commission should 
initiate the process, in 
conjunction with the District 
of Columbia and affected 
federal agencies, to restore 
and rehabilitate all 
Anacostia and Potomac 
River bridges to preserve 
the Gateway character to 
the Nation’s Capital. 
 

NCPC, National Park Service, 
other federal agencies, District 
of Columbia, local 
jurisdictions, private sector 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCPC, federal agencies, 
District of Columbia 
 

5 to 10 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 to 15 years 
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…the Mall should 
be considered 
complete and 
any new 
development that 
may occur in this 
area should be 
sensitively 
designed and not 
negatively impact 
the integrity of 
the Mall 
Complex. 
[Monumental & 
Decorative…] 
 
Same as above. 

(13) Conduct a viewshed 
analysis of the 
Monumental Core area 
from the surrounding 
topographic bowl area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(14) The Commission 
should initiate dialogue 
with local jurisdictions to 
reaffirm policies to protect, 
preserve, and enhance the 
Monumental Core area, 
including the visual 
background of the Mall 
Complex from within. 

Develop policies to further 
preserve, protect, and 
enhance historic views of 
the Capitol and other 
features within the 
Monumental Core area. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Initiate the process to 
reaffirm visual protection 
policies of the Mall and the 
Monumental Core with 
affected neighboring 
jurisdictions. 
 
 

NCPC, National Park Service, 
Commission of Fine Arts, and 
other federal agencies, District 
of Columbia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCPC, Commission of Fine 
Arts, National Park Service, 
other federal agencies, District 
of Columbia, local jurisdictions 

5 to 10 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 to 5 years 
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Small spaces 
utilized for active 
or passive 
recreational 
should be 
provided in new 
federal building 
construction…to 
meet the needs 
of daytime 
working 
population. 
[Monumental & 
Decorative…] 
 
…cultural affairs, 
such as concerts, 
fairs and displays 
should be 
encouraged 
outdoors… 
[Cultural 
Activities] 
 

(15) Incorporate small, 
people-intensive plazas, 
courts, and parks to meet 
the needs of the daytime 
working population and 
visitors to federal buildings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(16) Cultural facilities and 
programs should be 
sponsored and planned for 
the outdoors to enhance 
and enliven the 
Monumental Core area. 

Federal agencies should 
design and program small, 
people-intensive plazas, 
courts and parks into their 
new federal buildings or 
renovations of existing 
buildings when submitting 
projects to the Commission 
for review and approval. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal agencies should 
sponsor and program 
outdoor activities and 
incorporate the necessary 
provisions in their project 
plans and programs for 
Commission review and 
approval. 
 

NCPC, other federal agencies, 
District of Columbia, and local 
jurisdictions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCPC, other federal agencies, 
District of Columbia, local 
jurisdictions 
 
 

1 to 5 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 to 10 years 
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Manassas 
National 
Battlefield Park 
should continue 
to be preserved 
as a significant 
historical Civil 
War landmark 
and important 
Open Space 
resource… 
[Historic Parks] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(18) Continue policies to 
protect Manassas National 
Battlefield Park from 
encroaching development 
and incompatible land 
uses. 

Monitor adjacent private 
development and update 
the general management 
plan for the Battlefield Park 
to include mechanisms for 
controlling compatible land 
uses, including possible 
revisions to local zoning 
regulations. 

NCPC, National Park Service, 
Prince William County 

5 to 10 years 
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